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Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 

Conservation Commission Meeting 
Town Hall, Old Homestead Highway, Swanzey, NH 

Meeting Minutes – September 12, 2022 

 
Note:  Minutes are subject to review, correction, and approval by the Commission. Review, correction, and approval of minutes generally 
occur at the next regularly scheduled meeting of the Commission. 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting of the Swanzey Conservation Commission was called to order by Chair Cheri Domina at 4:00 p.m. 
Committee members present: Chair Domina, Jane Johnson, Cassie Eaton, Bob Goodrich, Jay Ward, Alternate 
Rachel Elkins and Alternate Wally Smith. Chair seated Elkins and Smith for Winsor and Eaton, then Eaton arrived. 
 
ABSENT 
Bud Winsor, Recording Secretary Beverly Bernard 
 
OTHERS PRESENT 
Town Planner Sarah Bollinger 
 
MINUTES 

 The commission members considered the meeting Minutes for August 22, 2022. There was a motion by 
Ward to approve the Minutes of August 22, 2022 as presented. There was a second to the motion by 
Goodrich and no further discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed.  

 
PUBLIC INPUT 
There was none at this time. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Review for Planning Board 
Frogg Brewing application – Ashuelot River Local Advisory Committee (ARLAC) has offered a letter of support for 
the project. Members discussed the disposal of septic waste and mash, and noted that the “advanced 
enviro-septic effluent disposal area” on the map is within the shoreland protection zone, as is the parking area. It 
was agreed that it was good that the parking area will be crushed stone and not pavement. Lot is 3+ acres, and 
field and tree line will remain between the development and the river. Domina noted that should offer a good 
buffer from any runoff. Bollinger noted that the project will go through a state permitting process. The 
Conservation Commission will request that Frogg Brewing tell the Planning Board more details about their 
proposed effluent disposal area, noting that it is in the shoreland zone, and describe what will happen to other 
waste products such as mash. 
 
Shed on 41 West Shore Road – Bollinger reported that the application was withdrawn for now. 
 
Budget items for 2023 
Domina reported that she sat down with Michael Branley last week to discuss Conservation Commission accounts 
and the budget. Budget items needed for Sept. 27 include only those drawing from the general fund. There are 
five line items for Conservation of Natural Resources in the general fund, and two of them were for the 
now-defunct Open Space Committee. Others include part-time salary for Recording Secretary Beverly Bernard 
($700 this year) and “Town Forester – Management Plans” ($1,000 this year). A line for “Conservation of Natural 



 
 

 
Town of Swanzey Conservation Commission  Draft Minutes 
September 12, 2022 
Page 2 of 2 
 

Resources Expenses” has a $0 budget for 2022. Members agreed that the proposed 2023 budget should remain 
unchanged, though Smith asked whether Bernard ever gets a raise. She takes minutes for several departments. 
 
Most of our expenses draw from the Conservation Fund. Smith noted that this fund gets recharged annually from 
an allocation from the year’s Land Use Change tax receipts.  
 
Domina noted that there is a separate town fund for management of Mt. Cresson, and that she and Branley 
agreed that some of the forestry expenses this year had been charged to the Conservation Fund, but could be 
shifted to the Mt. Cresson Fund. Domina said she would meet with the Finance Dept. for a printout of our 
available funds and present at next meeting (if they are done transitioning to new software). 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
Meadowsend Mt. Cresson timber harvest public tour/workshop  
Domina reported that Meadowsend has requested to postpone this until early November, as the harvesters are a 
few weeks behind schedule.  
 
Mt. Caesar event Sunday, Sept. 18, 2-4 pm 
The members discussed event details and preparation. Jeanne Thieme emailed that she had checked Theresa’s 
Trail Sept. 12 for any problems and reported none, and Bob Wyman said he would bring a chainsaw and check the 
two trails up and down the summit on Sept. 15. Elkins noted that there was a discussion on the Swanzey 
Community Facebook page about the unofficial trail someone built up the backside of Mt. Caesar and had flagged 
with pink ribbons. It appears to be confusing people. Domina said she’d look at the postings and reply. 
 
Groundwater Regulations 
Members discussed the Sept. 1 memo from Bollinger to the Planning Board re: the Board’s amendment to the 
draft language for aquifer protection. Town counsel has recommended the language be changed to : “Section 
VIII.i.1  If after review and comment by the Conservation Commission, the planning board determines that 
potential damage to an underlying Aquifer or Wellhead Protection Area would result from the proposed use, then 
the following additional items may be required by the Planning Board:” 
 
Meeting Schedule 
We will be back to our regular date of the first Monday next month, October 3. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Motion was made by Elkins to adjourn, second by Ward, without further discussion. All were in favor. Motion 
passed.  Adjournment occurred at 4:50 pm. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Cheri Domina, Conservation Commission Chair 
 


